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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC, NL 

SUBJECT: GON OFFICIAL CITES CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE 
IN EEC 

REF: THE HAGUE 0333 

1. DURING JAN 22 PRESS CONFERENCE, STATE SECRETARY FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS BRINKHORST SAID FRENCH DECISION TO 
FLOAT FRANC HAD CAUSED CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE AND SET IN 
MOTION "UNRAVELING'' PROCESS IN EEC. HE ATTRIBUTED CRISIS 
TO LACK OF MUTUAL TRUST AND SAID SHORT-TERM 
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NATIONAL INTERESTS HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO PREVAIL OVER 
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COMMUNITY INTERESTS. IT WAS, HOWEVER, UNREALISTIC TO 
ASSUME HOLLAND WOULD THREATEN TO WALK OUT OF COMMUNITY. 

2. BRINKHORST DESCRIBED FRENCH POLICIES AS DISPLAYING 
"FUNDAMENTAL PARADOX" IN THAT FRANCE ASPIRES FOR 
INDEPENDENT EUROPE BUT IS UNWILLING TO GIVE IT 
NECESSARY INSTRUMENTS. HE SAID HOLLAND, CONTRARY 

TO FRANCE, STARTED FROM ASSUMPTION ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
WAS CLEARLY INTER-LINKED WITH EUROPEAN POLITICAL 
COOPERATION, AND UNRAVELING OF THE FORMER WOULD 
THEREFORE AFFECT THE LATTER. ON OTHER HAND, GENUINE 
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION HAD EMERGED RE ATTITUDE EUROPE 
SHOULD ADOPT TOWARD US AND THIS IN TURN HAD AFFECTED 
FUNCTIONING OF COMMON MARKET. 

3. COMMENT (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE): IN CONVERSATION 
SAME DATE WITH US REPS, SENIOR MFA OFFICIAL WAS EVEN 
MORE PESSIMISTIC AND EXPLICIT IN DESCRIBING EC'S DISARRAY, 
FRENCH ROLE IN REGARD THERETO, AND FRUSTRATING POSITION 
DUTCH FIND THEMSELVES IN AS RESULT. 

GOULD 
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